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Experience the Future, Think Manufacturing 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
  
Do your students know that… 
…manufacturing is more than just “building things” 
…Advanced Manufacturing is Iowa’s largest industry, contributing $28 billion annually to the state’s economy 
…as of June 2018, the average salary of a full-time manufacturing employee was approximately $65,000 
… today’s manufacturing environment is highly technical: utilizing robotics, automation, virtual reality, 3D printing, 
and many other “cool” technologies 
…over the next decade nearly 3.5 million manufacturing jobs will be needed 
… the manufacturing industry offers career opportunities at every education level 
  
October is National Manufacturing month and your school is invited to “Experience the Future” 
at a manufacturing showcase hosted by the Eastern Iowa & Western Illinois Advanced 
Manufacturing Sector Board. 

October 9th, 2018 
11:30am-3:30pm* 

John T. Blong Technology Center 
Davenport, Iowa 

*Each school will register to attend for a specific time slot dependent on the number of students they commit to 
attend the event. 

  
Event Objective: to improve the perception of the manufacturing industry and increase 
awareness of potential manufacturing career opportunities to students through an interactive 
and educational event. 
  
Target Audience: 8th grade students* with potential or unknown interest in a manufacturing 
career.  
*While 8th graders are the target audience for this event, attendance of other groups of students is at the discretion 
of each school. 
  
Students will have the opportunity to experience the manufacturing industry through interactive 
booths hosted by local manufacturers and educational institutions. These interactions will consist 
of technical simulations, videos, virtual reality, demonstrations of manufacturing processes and 
careers, and much more! This event will give students insight into the reality of the advanced 
manufacturing industry.    
  
Help your students increase their knowledge of the manufacturing industry through this hands-on 
experience. Register to attend by completing the attached form and returning it to Jim Brattvet by 
September 21st. More information will be provided to the schools that register to attend. 
Attendance is limited so register today! 

http://www.regionalsectorboards.org/


  
Also attached is a document that can be used as a template to send to parents/guardians as a Save 
the Date informing them of the field trip and/or be used in conjunction with your school’s field 
trip parent permission form.  
  
Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to seeing you on October 9th! If you have 
questions about the event, you may contact me directly. 
  
  
Mandy Parchert 
Sector Board Chairperson 
Mandy.Parchert@gmail.com 
 

mailto:Mandy.Parchert@gmail.com

